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Why will tattoos 
affect my future?

Many employers don’t 
like visible tattoos on 
places like the neck, face 
and hands.  It may affect 
your chances of getting 
a job that you’ve always 
wanted and worked  
hard for.

If I don’t like my 
tattoo, I can get it 
removed can’t I?

Yes, but tattoo removal 
may be painful, expensive 
and sometimes 
unsuccessful.
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If I have been 
tattooed underage, 
what can I do?

Report it to us and the 
Police as the tattooist 
has committed a criminal 
offence.
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Where can I find out 
if a tattoo studio is 
registered?

Look on our website 
www.plymouth.gov.uk/
tattooists

How do I report a 
scratcher?

Report it to us on  
01752 304147 or email 
public.protection@
plymouth.gov.uk, as the 
tattooist has committed 
a criminal offence.   
Anonymous complaints 
will be dealt with.  
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If they are registered, 
does this mean they 
are recommended?

No.  The Council do not 
check their artwork.  If 
they are registered then 
they are inspected by 
Environmental Health 
Officers to ensure 
they are cleaning their 
equipment properly.  It 
is important that you 
check out their artwork.

A tattoo is for life -  
get it right the  
first time!



THINKING 
ABOUT  
GETTING  
A TATTOO?
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Can I get a tattoo at 
16 if a parent or carer 
comes with me?

No, the law says that 
getting a tattoo before 
the age of 18 is illegal, 
with or without parental 
consent.

What is a  
scratcher? 

A person who tattoos 
at a place that is not 
registered (they might 
do it at home).

Are there any rules  
that tattooists have 
to follow?

Tattooists have to 
comply with infection 
control standards and 
their studios have to be 
registered and inspected 
by the Council.  

What if my tattooist 
hasn’t been 
inspected?  The risks 
are minimal surely?

Wrong!  A scratcher 
can buy their equipment 
from anywhere.  If they 
haven’t been inspected, 
they might not have 
clean equipment and that 
could cause infections 
and diseases such as HIV 
and hepatitis from dirty 
needles and workspaces.  

WHAT YOU 
NEED TO 
KNOW...


